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Math teachers and specialists from consortium school divisions began the process of developing a benchmark test question bank for sixth and seventh grade math during the fall of 2007. Almost 100 questions can now be accessed through local school division software.


The test items are a result of the work of VSUP school divisions which contributed sample questions for review and inclusion in the test item bank.  Questions were reviewed for alignment with SOL benchmarks and level of thinking according to Bloom’s Taxonomy.  The Test Item Review Work Group met on December 12, 2007 and January 30, 2008. They will meet again on March 11, 2008.


Charlottesville City Schools is hosting the test question bank warehouse with the VSUP compensating for this service.  Examview, a software program, has been purchased by the consortium for all partner school divisions in order to make test items easily accessible.  The test bank is expected to expand as the project is fully implemented.
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The purpose of a newsletter is to provide specialized information to a targeted audience. Newsletters can be a great way to market your product or service, and also create credibility and build your organization’s identity among peers, members, employees, or vendors.


First, determine the audience of the newsletter. This could be anyone who might benefit from the information it contains, for example, employees or people interested in purchasing a product or requesting your service.


You can compile a mailing list from business reply cards, customer information sheets, Business cards collected at trade shows, or membership lists. You might consider purchasing a mailing list from a company.


If you explore the Project Gallery, you will find many publications that match the style of your newsletter.


Next, establish how much time and money you can spend on your newsletter. These factors will help determine how frequently you publish the newsletter and its length. It’s recommended that you publish your newsletter at least quarterly so that it’s considered a consistent source of information. Your customers or employees will look forward to its arrival.











         





 

















Mark your calendars   for July 30 and 31, 2008!  Tony Wagner will be guest presenter for the Annual Partnership Leadership Conference.  Tony has served as Co-Director of the Change Leadership Group (CLG) at the Harvard Graduate School of Education since its inception in 2000. 


 An initiative of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, CLG is a “R & D “center that helps teams to be effective change leaders in schools and districts. 


 He is also on the faculty of the Executive Leadership Program for Educators, a joint initiative of Harvard’s Graduate School of Education, Business School, and Kennedy School of Government.  Tony consults widely to public and independent schools, districts, and foundations nationally and internationally. Tony has worked for more than thirty-five years in the field of school improvement, and is a frequent keynote speaker and widely published author on education and society. During the two day Leadership Conference, Tony will guide school leaders to plan for the future educational needs and challenges of our schools. Volunteers are needed to assist in the planning of this year’s conference. Please contact Janice Marston at 434-352-5378.or jmmarston@aol.com.
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Summer Leadership Conference Registration in Process  
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School Divisions Implementing Math Benchmark Tests
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Teachers from thirteen consortium school divisions are participating in a recent innovative SCHEV grant program. The Partnership for School Leadership Preparation Program requires participants to attend a series of learning modules in school supervision and administration.  During the two year grant period, students will be engaged in experiences in leadership theory and practical application of school administration   skills and knowledge.  All participants will be assigned mentors and must develop portfolios which will be used to evaluate the meeting of program competencies for school leaders.


Program seminars are a coordinated effort of the Curry School and partnership leaders. For more information regarding the Partnership for School Leadership Preparation Program, contact Andy Stamp, Regina Kirk, or Sylvia Henderson.























                                                       

















For additional information regarding these workshops and other professional opportunities,

















The Curry School of Education serves as a principal partner with the School-University Partnership. We appreciate the support of leaders in the Curry School who provide guidance for the work of the consortium.  We look forward to expanding our relationship by increasing opportunities to intersect with the Curry School.  During 2008, we will be seeking information from Curry leaders as we examine the educational needs in our divisions and determine mutual ways to assess and address trends and issues. We will also be seeking guest articles for our newsletter.
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Future Administrators Begin Innovative Leadership Program





Curry Connections








     





Calendar of Consortium Sessions and Workshops 







































































May 15- VSUP Professional Development Consortium Meeting 


July 30-31- VSUP Summer Leadership Conference














































































































Robb Shares Best Practices


Laura Robb's new book Differentiating Reading Instruction (Scholastic, 2008) shows teachers how to meet the instructional needs of every student they teach. Robb describes differentiated whole class instruction where every student reads and learns from a book that relates to a genre at his or her instructional level.  The common instructional piece for all students is the teaching read aloud where teachers model how they apply strategies and understand issues and themes. The third piece of this instructional model is practice independent reading. In order to move forward and progress, students need to read easy and enjoyable books they choose at school and home. 

































































Recent VSUP Professional Development Events








Stephanie Haskins- Maximizing and Managing VGLA Workshop- Jan. 4, 2008








Laura Robb-Literacy Strategies for Elementary School- Feb. 15, 2008  








Laura Robb-Literacy Strategies for Middle School -Feb. 25, 2008 



















































































About Our Organization…
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