Virginia School University Partnership

Test Item Bank Steering Committee
April 16, 2009  10:00-12:00
Albemarle Resource Center

Agenda
1. Welcome and overview of meeting agenda
2. Presentation by Interactive Achievement - Jacob Gibson 

· Follow-up discussion/ recommendation from committee 
3. Review of workplan for Test Item Workgroups 2009-10
Follow-up from January 29 Test Bank Steering Committee Meeting and February 5, 2009 Professional Development Consortium Meeting

Items to discuss:
· Are we ready for electronic collection of draft test items using ExamView? What is the best method of conveying this information to school divisions submitting draft questions?
· How can we increase the number of draft test items available for the workgroups to review? (For example, shall we ask each division to submit a certain number of items, if possible?)

· For the “Grade 3 Reading” questions, what contacts do you suggest we make to gain access to non-copyrighted passages?

· Is other training needed by school division contacts regarding the use of  Collab and Examview? If so, when and what is the best method to provide the training?
· Should we begin to add questions to the bank which reflect attention to the 21st Century skills?

· In 2009-10, we expect to have workgroups in 4 areas- Math 7, Math 8, US History 1, and Grade 3 Reading. In order to facilitate the work of each group, it would be helpful to have a specialist who is knowledgeable in the subject area.  Do you agree? If so, what suggestions can you offer to for facilitation of this concept?

· Are the following suggested dates suitable for release of teachers and specialists for workgroup sessions?

· October 8

· November 19

· January 28

4. Survey of school divisions regarding use of test item questions
5. Other items for discussion or consideration

6. Adjournment
Virginia School University Partnership

Test Item Bank Steering Committee

April 16, 2009  10:00-12:30

Albemarle Resource Center, Charlottesville, VA

Minutes

Attendance: Joanne Wagner, Beth Brown, Jenny Gibson, Andy Stamp, Dori Walk, John Rusina, Jenine Daley, Bonnie Pendleton, Heather Larrabee, Patty Culotta, Janice Marston

· Janice Marston welcomed members and reviewed the agenda for the meeting.

· Jacob Gibson and Rick Isabell, representatives of Interactive Achievement were introduced.  Jacob provided a presentation on Interactive Achievement’s proposal to VSUP regarding the use of the IA Library System, an online question and exam building interface.

Following questions and discussion, the Steering Committee voted unanimously to present the proposal to the Professional Development Consortium for consideration of acceptance of the IA proposal.  

Andy Stamp will follow up with the VSUP attorney regarding legal aspects of the proposal and a contract. Jenine Daley will present an overview of the proposal at the May 7, 2009 PD meeting.

· Other items regarding the Test Item Plan and Workgroups 2009-10 were discussed and reviewed.

· If proposal is accepted from IA, possible training for users

· Need to have school divisions submit as many draft questions as possible for workgroups

· Addition of Grade 5 Math to next year’s workgroups

· Researching of companies to purchase or acquire rights to use Grade 3 Reading passages in developing test item questions 

· Training session in writing quality test items for all workgroups during fall of 2009, with follow-up by participants  at each session

· Longterm goal to focus on 21st Century skills-related questions

· Signing of originality of test items statements by participating school divisions 

· Providing as many opportunities as possible for teachers to work with other participants in workgroups

· Recommended meeting dates for 2009-10 workgroups

· October 8

· November 19

· January 28

· Revision of Master Plan

Meeting adjourned at 12:30 PM.

