VSUP Professional Development Consortium Meeting    
                    October 3, 2008          8:00-11:30 AM                 Hilton Garden Inn, Lynchburg
          AGENDA
7:00-8:00 AM - Breakfast with Dr. Linda Gambrell                                               
1. Welcome and introductions
2. Review of agenda and addition of items; directory revisions
3. Report on VSUP Workshops
· Completed

· Summer Leadership Conference- Tony Wagner-July 30-31

· VGLA Workshop-September 16
· Linda Gambrell Literacy Workshop- October 2

· Upcoming for fall
· Tom Jenkins-RTI- October 27

· Dan Mulligan-Math-November 5

4. Report on and discussion related to Test Item Bank Development
5. Report on potential partnerships with vendors- Andy Stamp
6. Professional Development Agenda for 2008-09

· Review and identification of other needs based on 2008 assessments

· Summer Leadership Conference dates and presenter-discussion

7. Reports and sharing by school divisions on professional development activities
8. Announcements and other information from consortium members
· Thinking Maps (Mary Holm); website (Janice)
9. Adjournment- Next meeting date- December 11
                                           VSUP CALENDAR

a. October 10- Test bank Steering Committee Meeting and Training Session for School Division Test Bank Contacts on Examview- ARC-Charlottesville

b. October 27- Tom Jenkins-Response to Intervention, Holiday Inn, Charlottesville

c. November 5-Math Strategies Workshop- Dan Mulligan- Holiday Inn, Charlottesville

d. November 13- Math & US History1 Test Item Bank Committees- ARC- Charlottesville 

e. December 11- Professional Development Consortium- ARC-Charlottesville

f. January 29- Math & US History1 Test Item Bank Committees- ARC- Charlottesville

g. February 5- Professional Development Consortium- ARC-Charlottesville

h. February 24- Developing Lead Teachers Workshop-Laurie McCullough-Holiday Inn, Charlottesville

i. March 11- Laura Robb- Literacy Strategies-Elementary and Middle- Holiday Inn- Charlottesville

j. May 7- Professional Development Consortium- ARC-Charlottesville

VIRGINIA SCHOOL-UNIVERSITY PARTNERSHIP
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Meeting Minutes

October 3, 2008- 8-11:30AM – Hilton Garden Inn, Lynchburg, VA
Present:

Bonnie Pendleton Albemarle County
Julie Rogers, Amherst County

Bruce McMillan, Appomattox County

Bobbi Johnson, Bedford County

Mary Holm, Buena Vista City

Linda Gray, Campbell County

P.J. Hamilton, Campbell County

Diane Breehens, Charlottesville City

Gail Stone, Fredericksburg City

Abby Thompson, Nelson County

Cindy Crance, Rockbridge County

Debbie Cooper, Shenandoah County

Dori Walk, Staunton City

Janice Marston, VSUP Professional Development Consortium

Andy Stamp, Virginia School-University Partnership

Ethan Sribnick, Woodrow Wilson Center, guest

Linda Gambrell, Clemson University guest

Sandy Howells, Scholastic, guest

Niquelle Cotton, Schoolnet, guest

Call to Order 

Janice Marston, Director, called the meeting to order and welcomed members and guests.

Review of agenda and addition of items
No requests to add items to the agenda were received.

Preliminary and unfinished Items

· Linda Gambrell, Immediate Past President of the International Reading Association and presenter for the VSUP Literacy Conference and Administrators’ Retreat and Workshop on October 2, presented a brief summary of the information provided to teachers and administrators on improving student reading motivation and comprehension skills.   

· Janice recognized and expressed appreciation to Sandy Howells, Scholastic representative for Scholastic’s sponsorship of Linda Gambrell for the VSUP Literacy Conference.  Janice also reported to the board that all teachers and administrators attending the October 2 workshop were provided sets of classroom library books for their schools.

· Niquelle Cotton representing Schoolnet provided a presentation for the board on Schoolnet data and instructional management software. 

· Ethan Sribnick provided information to the board on Critical Connections: American History in a Global Context: A Teaching American History Program at the Woodrow Wilson Presidential Library and Museum in Staunton, Virginia. The Teaching American History Grant Program from the U.S. Department of Education provides selected teachers with resources and experiences to expand their knowledge and understanding of American history.  The grant will support a program of workshops and summer seminars for 25 teachers over the course of three years.  Six slots are currently open. Member school divisions were encouraged to seek teachers to apply to participate in this program.  Additional information is available from esribnick@woodrowwilson.org. 

Report on VSUP Workshops

Evaluations from the following completed workshops were reviewed:

· Summer Leadership Conference- Tony Wagner-July 30-31 (Attendance 123)

· VGLA Workshop-September 16 (Attendance 159) Consortium members were highly complementary of Stephanie Haskins’ work.)

· Linda Gambrell Literacy Workshop- October 2 (Attendance 22; evaluation totals pending)

Information was provided on the following workshops for which registration is in process:

· Tom Jenkins-RTI- October 27 (Charlottesville, Holiday Inn)

· Dan Mulligan-Math-November 5 (Charlottesville, Holiday Inn)

(Members asked that Dr. Mulligan speak to the critical transition of math concepts between grades 5 and 6.)

Two workshops are planned for the spring of 2009:

· Laurie McCullough-Developing Teachers as Leaders and Mentors- February 24

· Laura Robb- Literacy Strategies for Elementary and Middle – March 11

Report on and discussion related to Test Item Bank Development

Janice provided a report on the progress of the Math 6, 7, and 8 and US History 1 Test Item Bank Development. (Copy attached to minutes)   The consoritum was asked to provide feedback regarding whether to use six levels of Blooms Taxonomy or to use the designations of high/medium/low regarding the level of thinking on test item questions. Responses were mixed. Members agreed that the decision of the Test Bank Steering Committee would be acceptable to them regarding this issue. Janice announced that Examview Training and a meeting of the Test Bank Steering Committee are scheduled for October 10 at the Albemarle Resource Center in Charlottesville. In order to provide additional training in writing Social Studies Test Bank Items. The consortium agreed it would be helpful to contact Joan Spence for the purpose of working with this group. Also, the consortium agreed to wait until the 2009 school year to begin work on the Reading Test Item Bank. 
Report on potential partnerships with vendors- Andy Stamp

Andy reported on the interest of vendors who are willing to provide financial incentives, discounts, and/ or sponsorships for the opportunity to present to the consortium.  Members indicated their support of these partnerships with the presentations to be offered at the end of meetings or during lunch in order to conserve time.

Professional Development Agenda for 2008-09

The consortium reviewed current projects and were asked to identify other needs based on 2008 assessments.  The need for ESL /ELL Instructional Development for classroom teachers (especially at secondary level) was noted as an area of need. Other presenters suggested for future workshops were Doug Fisher (Secondary and Middle Reading).
Summer Leadership Conference dates and presenter-discussion

Consortium members supported Jay McTighe as speaker for the Summer Leadership Academy and recommended the dates of July 20-21, 2009 for this event.

Reports and sharing by school divisions on professional development activities

The following professional development activities were shared by school division representatives:

· Bedford: QTL (Quality Teaching and Learning) Training beginning for teaches and administrators

· Charlottesville City: Working with John Antonetti on engagement and rigor; will train teams of teachers; also will have Dan Mulligan in school division on November 3.

· Campbell: Working with Instructional Support Teams

· Buena Vista- Implementing Trainer of Trainer Program on Thinking Maps

Announcements and other information from consortium members

Mary Holm shared information on the Thinking Maps Program.  Mary will contact the representative, Sandra Crutchfield about making a presentation to the consortium on this topic.

Adjournment

Next meeting date- December 11-Albemarle Resource Center- Charlottesville.

                                           VSUP CALENDAR

k. October 10- Test bank Steering Committee Meeting and Training Session for School Division Test Bank Contacts on Examview- ARC-Charlottesville

l. October 27- Tom Jenkins-Response to Intervention, Holiday Inn, Charlottesville

m. November 5-Math Strategies Workshop- Dan Mulligan- Holiday Inn, Charlottesville

n. November 13- Math & US History1 Test Item Bank Committees- ARC- Charlottesville 

o. December 11- Professional Development Consortium- ARC-Charlottesville

p. January 29- Math & US History1 Test Item Bank Committees- ARC- Charlottesville

q. February 5- Professional Development Consortium- ARC-Charlottesville

r. February 24- Developing Lead Teachers Workshop-Laurie McCullough-Holiday Inn, Charlottesville

s. March 11- Laura Robb- Literacy Strategies-Elementary and Middle- Holiday Inn- Charlottesville

t. May 7- Professional Development Consortium- ARC-Charlottesville
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